[HGBV-C infection in patients with chronic liver disease].
Infection with HGBV-C was surveyed in 286 patients with chronic liver disease. HGBV-C RNA was detected in 19 patients (6.6%), by nested RT-PCR with 5'UTR-derived primers. There were no appreciable differences in clinical and virological features between patients with and without HGBV-C RNA in serum. HGBV-C RNA was detected in three of 83(4%) patients with HBV infection, 15(8%) of 188 patients with HCV infection, and one of 12(8%) patients without evidence of ongoing infection with HBV or HCV, suggesting that the contribution of HGBV-C to non-B non-C hepatitis would not be high. HGBV-C RNA was detected more frequently in the patients with liver cirrhosis or hepatocellular carcinoma than in those with chronic hepatitis. This could reflect a possible role of HGBV-C in aggravating liver disease in co-operation with the other hepatitis viruses.